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—69 a minute. Has not that annoying sensation of weakness before com¬ 
plained of, and there is less tumefaction of the thigh. 

4 th. Doing well. Took another dose of morphia yesterday evening, pro¬ 
ducing a good sleep during the night; complains of slight pain in the leg; 
wound of operation suppurating slightly; slight pulsation in the tumour 
can be felt when the hand is pressed forcibly against it. Continued water 
dressing. 

5 th. Decidedly cheerful and improving ; bowels have been moved freely, 
and his appetite, which since he was shot has been entirely absent, begins 
to improve; he says he wants something to eat; a trifling pain shoots 
from his foot towards the point of ligation. Wound discharging freely. 
Continue same dressings, and give chicken soup. 

6 th. Now sleeps well at night without an opiate ; bowels regular, appe¬ 
tite improving, and is entirely free from pain in the limb. All pulsation 
has disappeared from the limb. Continued dressings and diet as usual. 

7 th. Has had severe paiu in the left ankle since morniug. Continued 
same means. 

8th. Changed the position of the limb, removing all pressure from the 
outer malleolus with entire relief to the pain. A distinct pulsation can be 
felt in the posterior tibial artery to-day. Wound still suppurating. Con¬ 
tinue means in all respects as yesterday. 

9 th. Doing well. Complains of some uneasiness in the limb, which I 
suspect results from the restrained position in which it is kept. 

llth. Has continued to improve; the upper part of the incision has 
healed from the bottom almost to the surface, with slight discharge of pus, 
and the limb nearly regained its normal size. 

\Wi. Wound nearly all healed, ligation still firm ; very slight discharge 
of pus ; appetite good, bowels regular. From the great diminution in the 
original size of the thigh, the part where the aneurism was situated conveys 
the sensation of great solidity, and is about the same diameter as the upper 
part of the thigh. 

May 1. The ligature came away to-day, and there has been a gradual 
improvement in the condition of the patient; his general health good, and 
all the functions going on normally. 

3 Oth. Was discharged from the hospital cured, and sent to the guard 
ship for safe keeping, to be disposed of by the naval authorities. 

Poisoning from the Datura Stramonium in which Recovery followed 
the Use of Opium. By A. Paul Turner, M. I)., one of the Physicians 
to the Howard Hospital. 

Chas. McK-, aged 10 years, and his brother aged 8, both bright 

and active children, enjoying the best of health, left their home at 10^ A.M., 
in company with several children younger than themselves, upon an excur¬ 
sion to some vacant lots situated at the distance of over a mile from their 
place of residence, from whence they returned about 3 P. M., and asked for 
their dinner as if nothing unusual had occurred. While eating, the 
mother observed a peculiar uneasiness and a tendency to wander from 
the subject upon which they were being questioned, and she asked their 
comrades if they had not been using intoxicating spirits; but were stoutly 
assured that such was not the case. The two children were then unable to 
walk, which so alarmed those about that the family physician was sent for. 
After waiting for him over half an hour, the symptoms becoming more 
alarming, I was summoned, and reached the house at 4.30 P. M. I found 
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the children lying upon their backs, their eyelids slightly drooping, 
cornete very bright, pupils widely dilated and insensible to the light; 
conjunctiva injected; face deeply suffused and of a dark crimson colour; 
an apparent difficulty in breathing ; inability to articulate, and in a state 
of complete insensibility, broken occasionally by a paroxysm, during 
which they would utter some indistinct sounds and throw the hands 
about the head as if attempting to ward off some threatening evil ; this 
would soon subside into a semi-comatose state, not the stupidity, however, 
which results from opium or its preparations, but rather a state of intense 
apathy, which persisted for a few seconds, when the delirium would again 
recur unless sooner produced by the efforts of those about to render assist¬ 
ance, when the state of excitement assumed such a form and violence as to ren¬ 
der necessary a certain amount of restraint to prevent escape from the 
imaginary object which engaged the attention ; occasionally they would 
grasp at something in the space in front, appear as if he possessed or re¬ 
jected it, then turn the head as if called by a voice beside them and attempt 
to speak to it, the sound resembling a squeak more than the natural tone 
of voice. Neither of them was able to support himself alone upon his 
feet, but would take a step or two with a staggering gait, falling to the 
floor as if intoxicated or in a state of complete exhaustion. During the 
period of excitement the extremities were in constant motion, co-ordinate 
only so far as they related to the corresponding limb, yet wanting in that 
harmony of action which is found in those movements of a higher order, 
as standing in the erect posture, walking, etc. etc.; there was eonstaut ac¬ 
tion of the fingers as if attempting to pick something from the person or 
the bedclothes; at times they would burst into a paroxysm of excessive 
laughter, which would persist some seconds, then suddenly cease ; at times 
they would have a smile so quiet and pleasant that we could not but 
contrast it with the highly excited state previously witnessed. The flushed 
face; the bright eye; dilated pupil, and the peculiar mental state, led me 
to instantly surmise that the poison was of the order Solanacese, and on 
closely interrogating those who accompanied them, some unripe capsules of 
the Datura stramonium were produced, with the assurance that all had 
eaten of the seed which was beginning to assume the brown colour of 
maturity, and that the two children now so violently affected, had first 
found them palatable, and not only began to use them first, but even ate 
them while returning home. It may not be out of place here to mention 
that in this half-ripe state, the seed do not give the decided taste of the 
more mature growth, and are not so unpalatable as to cause children to 
refuse them. 

To each was administered an emetic of sulphate of zinc gr. v, and pul. 
ipecac, gr. x, in the hope that the remains of any unabsorbed material in 
the stomach might be removed; their jaws being closed, and as they could 
not be made to comprehend our object, there was no little difficulty in 
causing them to swallow. Emesis in a short time followed, and among 
the remains of the undigested food eaten a little while before was found 
a quantity of the seed, which probably amounted to as much as half 
a drachm. As there could now be no doubt as to the nature of the 
article used, cold water effusions were employed, hoping to induce reaction 
against the tendency to depression of the vital powers by the poison. 
Having seen reports of cases wherein opium or some of its compounds had 
been used with the happiest results in counteracting the effects of bella¬ 
donna, and from the similarity of the action of stramonium and that of 
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other species of the same order, it at once occurred that opium might not 
be inappropriate in the present instance, and accordingly to each of the 
two children was given tinct. opii gtt. vij. 

5.15 P. M. I was now joined by Dr. J. H. Slack, who advised a repeti¬ 
tion of the emetic of sulphate of zinc, which was administered without 
immediate result, and the tinct. of opium was again given to each in the 
same quantity. Twenty minutes later no marked effect having followed 
the laudanum, another dose of ten drops was given ; they are now lying 
more quiet; dilatation and immobility of the pupils; general appearance 
unchanged ; still insensible, and even when loudly spoken to the eyes 
would scarcely be turned towards the speaker ; still continue to pick at 
the bedclothes and grasp at the imaginary objects about them, suddenly 
move as if spoken to and apparently attempt to articulate some reply, the 
limbs being at the same time actively moved, not spasmodically, however, 
but as if attempting to perform some action which failed for want of a 
proper guiding influence. 

6 P. M. They appear to lie more quiet now, and the iris, which is taken 
as the index by which the relative effects of the two substances are to be 
estimated, still remains dilated and uninfluenced when exposed to the action 
of the light; are not so frequently excited, though at times laugh immode¬ 
rately ; surface of the body continues very red, though less so than a short 
time previously. Tinct. opii gtt. v repeated to each ; directions were given 
that the children be allowed to remain on the floor, the clothing to be re¬ 
moved or loosened so much as to permit free circulation and unimpeded 
movements of respiration. 

9 P. M. Both children are held in a sitting posture upon the knee of an 
attendant, whose attention is fully directed towards preventing them from 
falling during the periods of excitement, which are less violent and appear 
to be more in the direction of intelligence. The skin remains as from the 
beginning, somewhat relaxed though not moist, and very slightly elevated 
in temperature; pulse 95, compressible and full in volume, and has varied 
but little from this since the commencement of the symptoms, even during 
the paroxysmal state, and is then to be attributed, perhaps, to the muscu¬ 
lar movements rather than direct action upon the heart of the substance 
whose effects we are endeavouring to counteract. It is now seen that the 
pupils are less dilated, though very slightly influenced by the light; the 
children are able to articulate, but cannot be made to comprehend ques¬ 
tions proposed them, and occasionally laugh or attempt to sing; on the 
whole, their condition may be said to be much improved, but as the effects 
of the datura are yet so prominent five drops more of the opiate are ordered, 
with directions that the same quantity be again repeated in 30 minutes. 

Wednesday, 9 A. M. The youngest child was now quietly sleeping, 
but could be awakened without difficulty. During the night ten drops 
more of the laudanum had been given to each ; the eldest was quietly 
lying upou the bed; pupils more contracted than when last seen, and 
became more so when exposed to a strong light; skin moist and cool ; has 
lost that efflorescent appearance which was before so strongly apparent; 
pulse 86 ; respiration normal; responds yes and no to necessary inquiries, 
but does not complain or attempt to converse ; is wholly uninterested in 
all that passes about him, and as he lies on his side smiles as if amused at 
some ludicrous idea passing in the mind ; at intervals has slept during the 
night, though frequently disturbed by illusions. As the symptoms of the 
stramonium were now so little preponderant as to give no uneasiness as to 
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the immediate result, all medicinal interference was laid aside, and rest in 
a darkened room with perfect quiet was enjoined for the day. 

6 P. M. Much improved since last visit; pupils nearly normal in dia¬ 
meter, but not quite as susceptible to light as desired ; complains of slight 
dryness of the fauces ; some vertigo with occasional delirium through the 
day; and the eldest, when asked in reference to his thoughts, replied that 
he felt as if dreaming, though not asleep. When seen the next day there 
had been a free evacuation of the bowels with much apparent benefit; they 
were playing about the door without the least abnormal symptom ; con¬ 
versed with freedom, and were perfectly rational. 

Though the above details refer to but two cases, yet there were five 
others, younger, who had partaken of the seed, and in whom dilatation 
and immobility of the pupils was so manifest that emesis was induced in 
each, and they were kept under close observation for any signs which might 
demand attention, but as vomiting had been so early produced, nothing of 
the kind occurred. 

When we consider the violence of the symptoms, the rapidity with which 
they became evident, and the quantity of opium used in a few hours, we 
cannot but help drawing the inference that there must have existed some 
antagonism between the two. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Lithotomy in Young Persons. —Dr. J. Mason Warren has communicated to 
the Boston Society for Medical Improvement two cases of the lithotomy in young 
persons, with some interesting remarks on operations for stone in the bladder. 

In the first case the ordinary bilateral operation was performed, in the second 
some novel procedures were adopted, and we therefore subjoin Dr. W.’s account 
of it. 

Jacob Banks, set. 13, entered the Massachusetts General Hospital in March, 
18G3, on account of great suffering in the region of the bladder, accompanied 
by incontinence of urine. Two years before, he noticed an occasional difficulty 
in passing water; at times a sudden stoppage of the stream occurred, and the 
urine was now and then a little bloody. Of late the symptoms had become more 
urgent and the pain constant, so as to confine him to his bed. At this time the 
urine dribbled away, and the skin of the penis, scrotum and thighs had become 
red and irritated by it. The prepuce, as in the last case, was much elongated. 

On introducing a sound, the instrument encountered much resistance at the 
neck of the bladder, and at once came in contact with a stone. The bladder 
was quite empty of urine, and the calculus meeting the sound at different points, 
while enveloped in the mucous folds, gave the impression of the existence of 
two or more stones. 

It was decided to perform lithotomy, first relieving the external irritation by 
cleanliness and suitable dressings, and then evacuating the bowels by a dose of 
castor oil, followed by an enema, on the morning fixed for the operation. 

The operation which was performed combined some of the more important 
features both of the median and bi-lateral methods, and seems to offer some 
advantages over either. A sound of medium size was passed into the bladder, 
the meatus urinarius, which had become very much contracted, being first 
slightly enlarged by the knife. The skin was then divided in the median raphfi, 
and the dissection continued in the same line until the membranous part of the 
urethra was exposed. This was next opened, and the attempt made to intro¬ 
duce the double “lithotome cach6” of Dupuytren. Owing to the unyielding 



